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News Brief 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina met President Md.  Abdul Hamid at his official residence Bangabhaban 

yesterday and apprised him of the overall situation of the country, including the state of flood in the northern 

districts. Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader, Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary 

Affairs Anisul Huq, Attorney General Mahbub-e-Alam, among others, were present during the meeting. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday called upon all to remain careful against the conspiracy to ruin 

the aspirations of the people and prospect of building a happy and prosperous Bangladesh. "We want to 

take the country forward, but still there're some people who want to push it backward. The country's people 

will have to remain alert about them," she said. The Prime Minister was addressing a discussion organized 

by Awami League at the Bangabandhu International Conference Centre marking the 42nd anniversary of 

martyrdom of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

 The government has decided to further reduce the import duty on rice from 10 percent to 2 percent to 

replenish the stock of the staple food item and keep its prices stable. Food Minister Qamrul Islam disclosed 

the decision after a meeting of the Food Planning and Monitoring Committee held at the Secretariat 

yesterday.   

 Health and Family Welfare Minister Mohammad Nasim yesterday urged all to stand by the flood-

affected people. The Minister made the call while addressing a discussion at National Academy for 

Educational Management (NAEM) auditorium in Dhaka. He said, “I have also given order to the Director 

General of Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) to send medical teams and medicines to the flood 

affected areas.”  

 State Minister for Labor and Employment Md. Mujibul Haque Chunnu yesterday urged garment 

owners to clear the festival bonus, salaries and arrears to the RMG workers before Eid-ul-Azha. He came up 

with the call while addressing a meeting of the crisis management core committee, which was formed to 

oversee the overall situation of industries and factories and labor unrest, at the conference room of his 

ministry. 

 Outgoing ambassador of Japan in Dhaka Masato Watanabe yesterday said Bangladesh has turned into 

an attractive destination of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). "The present government has initiated 

economic development under the leadership of the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. For this, the country has 

become an attractive destination of FDI," he said while paying a farewell call on Industries Minister Amir 

Hossain Amu at the Industries Ministry.  

 The Malaysian government has decided to introduce e-Visa (electronic visa) for Bangladesh nationals, 

which is expected to facilitate more hassle-free visits to the popular Southeast Asian destination. 

Bangladeshis will now be able to apply on line for eVisa without visiting the embassy of Malaysia. High 

commissioner to Kuala Lumpur Shahidul Islam informed this yesterday.  

 Bangladesh is the third most optimistic market in the Asia Pacific, according to the Mastercard Index of 

Consumer Confidence released yesterday. In the first half of 2017, the country's score in the index rose 6.6 

points to 89.4 compared to the second half of 2016.The index is calculated on a scale of 0 to 100, with zero 

being the most pessimistic, 100 the most optimistic and between 40 and 60 being neutral. Cambodia leads 

the region as the most optimistic market with 93.1 points. Vietnam (90.8), the Philippines (88.8) and China 

(88.2) rounded off the top five. 

 The European Union has reiterated its „steadfast commitment‟ to remain engaged with Bangladesh on 

important issues like migration, trade and investment, science and technology to further deepen and widen 

the ties. Outgoing head of the EU delegation and ambassador to Bangladesh Pierre Mayaudon met Foreign 

Secretary M Shahidul Haque yesterday at the state guesthouse Padma and discussed the issues. 

 Bangladesh Post Office has decided to integrate its Postal Cash Card with Visa and MasterCard to 

modernise its services to compete with the changing world and thus enhance the revenue earnings. It has 

also decided to tag itself with e-commerce giants Amazon and Alibaba.com. 

 DSEX, the prime index of Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) settled yesterday at 5,883.24 points.  
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